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A FEW WORKING NOTES FOR MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2008

P. 22-23: Modernity is built on working “half clear presentiment” of an ideal of a rational, all inclusive unity masterable by a universal science. This is the original rationalism that “overtakes natural science and creates for it the completely new idea of mathematical natural science--Galilean science…”
P. 23: METHEXIS, the interpenetrating togetherness of the real (realizable, modelable) and the ideal (dynamic possibility, modal). Should be contrasted to Pythagorean mimesitic explication of the cosmos, I.e. that all is numbers. Is Galilean Science neo-Pythagorean? Following a hint in note 7 “Spatiality of Nature,” we might refer to this conceptualizing as “communilization”.

When the stars bring the numbers to representation through their

paths, we call this representation “mimesis” and take it to be an approximation

of the actual being. In contrast to this, “methexis” is a wholly formal

relationship of participation, based on mutuality. “Mimesis” always points in

the direction of that which one approaches, or towards which one is oriented,

when one represents something. “Methexis,” however, as the Greek meta

already signifies, implies that one thing is there together with something else.

Participation, metalambanein, completes itself [erfüllt sich] only in genuine

being-together and belonging-together, metechein.

P. 24 Galileo himself is not the same as Galilean science. We cannot attribute to him the same worldview that we have. Even as a certain origin point, he still sees the world in the crisis (stressful judgment) of his own time. 

P. 24 PURE GEOMETRY as Pregiven, unquestioned but not unquestionable.

P. 25 We do not experience PURE shapes in PURE space and PURE time. (cf. Brentano and Mach). “FANTASY can transform sensible shapes only into other sensible shapes.. Thinkable only in gradations: the more or less straight, flat, circular, etc.”
P. 25 GRADUALNESS  can be “characterized as greater or less perfection.” Technology follows this line of progressive perfection. 

P. 25 INTEREST  What changes in directing our attention is how we are INTERESTED caught up within, being-intwined. On P. 28, this will be fully qualified as the difference between the PRACTICAL and the THEORETICAL. (cf. Plato’s DIVID LINE). 

P. 26 Practice of Perfecting

P. 26 Limit shapes as predetermined to the degree of being cultural artefacts exchangeable between, allowing intersubjective participation (“communilization”; methexis in the theatrical sense). 

P. 26 They are MODELS. Watch out for these; modeling is one means of learning, sharing, apprehending. 

P. 27 EXACTNESS as what is missing from empirical praxis vs. mathematical praxis. 

P. 27 The possibility of producing ALL possibly CONCEIVABLE ideal shapes by univocal construction of an all encompassing systematic method. 

P. 27 The ART OF MEASURING: what it creates for the actual concluding act of taking a measure is quite a great deal. 

P. 28 The change (evolution) from the practical interest to the theoretical interest. 
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