PHIL 2600   Ethics in Science

David Kaplan, Ph.D.

Office Hours:
M-T-Th  1:00-4:00 PM and by appointment

Room:

EESAT 225d

Email:

dkaplan@unt.edu

Phone:

(940) 565-3521

This class examines the relationship between science and ethics, two areas traditionally indifferent – if not opposed – to one another.  Science supposedly describes, explains, and predicts events in the natural world on the basis of empirical evidence.  Ethics supposedly prescribes how individuals should act and it establishes principles of conduct that can serve as decision-making guides.  Science tells us how the world is; ethics tells us how it ought to be.  Or does it?
This class will examine the basic ideas of science as understood by the philosophy of science, an analysis of the procedures and logic of scientific explanation and practice.  We will then examine the basic ideas of ethics (a.k.a. moral philosophy), the  branch of philosophy that seeks to analyze moral concepts (such as “good,” “bad,” “right,” “wrong,” “responsibility,” and “rights,”) and to justify moral concepts.  
We will then examine two accounts of the relationship between ethics and science.  Latour sees ethics and science as so inseparably linked that it doesn’t even make sense to talk about one without the other.  Longino sees ethics and science as related yet distinct.  It will be the task of this course to figure out what ethics is, what science is, and how exactly they interact and should interact.
Texts:
Samir Okasha, Philosophy of Science: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford)
James Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 5th edition (McGraw-Hill)
Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern (Harvard University Press)
Helen Longino, Science as Social Knowledge (Princeton, 2002).
Requirements:  First, you are expected to attend every class.  You are allowed four unexcused absences; your grade will be lowered by ½ grade for each additional absence.  Second, you are expected to have read the assigned readings before every class and to bring them with you to class. Third, you are expected to participate in every class by asking relevant questions, making appropriate comments, and listening respectfully to the instructor and to others.  Turn off cell phones before each class.

Your grade will be based on three in-class exams and one essay (approximately 7 pages), which will be graded on a standard grading system.  Participation will be used to determine borderline grades.

Exams


66%

Paper


33%
